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Introduction 
This document describes how to setup Google and FireCloud Accounts in order to access and 
retrieve data.  Both accounts are required in order to access your data on Broad’s FireCloud 
data access application. 

Google Account Setup 
1. A Google identity is required to register with FireCloud.  
2. Navigate to the Google Account Sign Up page.  

 
 

3. There are a couple ways you can proceed here. 
a. (Strongly Recommended) Using your institutional email address (does not have 

to be Google): 
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https://accounts.google.com/SignUp


i. NOTE: Using your institutional email address will allow you to receive 
notifications via your institutional email and helps Broad Project managers 
more easily coordinate data access and delivery. 

ii. Click on the “I prefer to use my current email address link”. 

 
iii. Enter your institutional email address in the box. 

 
iv. Complete Google Account setup. 

b. (Not Recommended) Create a Google Account using a NEW gmail address 
i. Choose a username for a new gmail address and enter it into the box. 

 
ii. Complete Google Account setup. 

FireCloud Account Setup 
NOTE: Proceeding through this section assumes you have created or already have a Google 
Account. 

1. Navigate to the FireCloud webpage. 
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https://portal.firecloud.org/


 
2. Click “Sign In” and a Google Sign box should appear.

 
3. Enter your newly created Google Account credentials. 
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4. You will be asked to confirm FireCloud’s access to your Google Account. 

 
a. NOTE: We require these permissions in order to read data from your buckets for 

your workflows and to write data back to your buckets from your workflows. 
5. Clicking “Allow” will load the FireCloud New User Registration Page. 
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6. Complete these registration steps to access your FireCloud Dashboard 
7. Click on “Workspaces” to view any data that has been shared with you. 
8. Once you are registered in FireCloud, you should receive an email similar to the one 

below for each new workspace that your Broad Project Manager shares with you:

 
9. Clicking on the workspace link in the email you receive from FireCloud will bring you to a 

workspace dashboard that looks like this (note the direct link to the underlying Google 
Bucket highlighted in red) 

 
a. Additionally, while the estimated monthly storage fee is listed (“Project Cost”), 

this is a cost covered by the Genomics Platform for all standard product 
deliveries.  Please contact your Broad Project Manager if you have any concerns 
about this. 

10. Clicking on the “Data” tab displays the Data Tables for all samples which have had data 
loaded into the workspace. 
a. The Participant Tab will display Participant Sample IDs and Gender values. 

Broad Genomics: Google and FireCloud Account Setup v1.0 
5 



b. The Samples Tab will display Sample IDs and as well as sample-level metrics 
specific to the product you chose (eg Whole Genome Sequencing). 

c. The Sample Set Tab is used to define groups of samples whose data have been 
delivered at one point in time.  If more than one delivery is requested for a given 
workspace, each request will be represented by a Sample Set on this tab. 

d. The additional tabs in this view (Notebooks, Method Configurations, Monitor) are not 
relevant for Data Delivery workspaces. 

11. Please contact your Broad Project Manager with any additional questions or concerns. 

Versioning 
 

Version Date Description 

1.0 03/12/2018 New document 
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